
8.1.GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHY (Partially Commented)  
 
This bibliography has been published as a Supplement I of my Final Report on  the project Lira da braccio 
and lira da gamba: reconstruction of playing technique and the repertory from 2018. To which I added 
some titles taken from my book in Croatian “All`Improvviso” (2021); it also contains many books or article 
which could be found in the Sterling Scott Jones book about Lira da braccio from 1995. See also the second 
Bibliography listing the Works printed before 1700. 
 
A.General and specific (see also under 8.2.BIBLIOGRAPHY, Before 1700): 
 
Companion to Medieval & Renaissance Music, ed.: T. Knighton and D. Fallows, J.M.Dent & Sons Ltd, 
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Medieval and Renaissance Music, A Performers Guide, McGee, T.J.:  University of Toronto Press, Toronto 
Buffalo, London1988. 
 
Improvisation in the arts of the Middle Ages and Renaissance, ed: McGee, Timothy J.,  
Kalamazoo, Mich.: Medieval Institute Publications, Western Michigan University, 2003. 
 
Performance Practice, Music before 1600, The New Grove Handbook in Music, ed. H. M. Brown  
and S. Sadie, Macmillan Press, W.W.Norton, New York 1990.   
 
A Performer's Guide to Medieval Music, ed. Ross Duffin.  
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2000. 
 
B.In alphabetical Order after Authors: 
 
ADELMANN, Olga/OTTERSTEDT, Anette: Die Alemanische Schule, Musikinstrumenten-Museum 
SIMPK, Berlin 1997 (Lira da gamba) 
 
APEL, Willi: Die Italienische Violinmusik im 17. Jahrhundert, Beihefte  zum Archiv für 
Musikwissenschaft, XXI, Steiner, Wiesbaden 1983 (lira da braccio and da gamba) 
 
ARNOLD, D.: Music at the Scuola San Rocco, Music & Letters, XL 1959 229-241. (lira da gamba) 
 
ARNOLD, D.: Music at a Venetian Confraternity in the Renaissance, Acta musicologica, XXXVII, 1965 
62-72.  (lira da gamba)  
 
AST, Rob van: Checklist of technical drawings of musical instruments in public collections of the world, 
Moeck, Celle 1992 (Lira da braccio) 
 
BACHMANN, Werner: Die Anfänge des Streichinstrumentenspiels. Breitkopf, Leipzig, 1966.   
(gives very important informations about construction and playing technique of bowed instruments of 
Middle Ages and the Renaissance; vielle, lira da braccio and da gamba) 
 
BAILEY, Derek: Improvisation, Its Nature and Practice In Music, Da Capo, 1980 
 
BAINES, Anthony: The Oxford Companion to Musical Instruments,  Oxford University Press, Oxford 
1992.  (lira da braccio and da gamba) 
  
 



BALDASSARRE, Antonio: Die lira da braccio im humanistischen Kontext Italiens,  
Music in art, XXIV/ 1-2 (1999) 5-28. 
(Important informations on iconography of lira da braccio, its role by Humanists etc.) 
 
BALSANO, Maria Antonella: Felice chi vi mira: Sigismondo intonò con doppia lira, M.A. Balsano, Ed., 
Sigismondo D’ India , Flaccovio, Palermo 1993. (About renown Italian composer S. D’ India, who played 
lira da gamba) 
 
BARBIERI, Patrizio: L'accordatura strumentale in Toscana: Proposte e contraste da V. Galilei a 
Cristofori (c.1580-1730) , Musicologia humana: Studies in honor of Warren and Ursula Kirkendale,  
Olschki, Firenze, 1994. 209-232. (lira da gamba) 
 
BARONCINI, Rodolfo: Contributo alla storia del violino nel sedicesimo secolo: i 'sonadori di violini' 
della Scuola Grande di San Rocco a Venezia. Recercare, VI, Rim 1994. 61-190. 
(Terminology etc.; lira da braccio and da gamba.) 
 
BARTLETT, Clifford: The lira da braccio (review), Early music review, XVIII, March 1996,  2-3.  
(Review of the book by S. S. Jones) 
 
BASS, John: Improvisation in Sixteenth-Century Italy Lessons from Rhetoric and Jazz, 
Copyright © 2009 University Claremont    https://scholarship.claremont.edu/ppr/vol14/iss1/1/ 
 
BAUMANN, Dorothea: Streichinstrumente des Mittelalters und der Renaissance,  
Music in art, XXIV, 1-2, (1999) 29-40. (Lira da braccio) 
 
BELT, Chelsey: Remembering the sound of the Lira da Braccio in the Seventeenth Century,  
47th MedRen Conference (Basel, CH) July 4, 2019  
 
BENT, Margaret, Resfacta and Cantare Super Librum, JAMS, Vol.38, no. 3 (Fall 1983). 
  
BESSARABOFF, Nicholas: Ancient European Musical Instruments. October House, Inc., New York, 
1941, R 1964   (lira da braccio and da gamba) 
 
BINKLEY, Thomas: The work is not the performance, p. 36 et seq., in: Companion to Medieval & 
Renaissance Music, Ed.: T. Knighton and D. Fallows, J.M.Dent & Sons Ltd, London 1992 
 
BLACKBURN, Bonnie: “Fortunato Martinengo und his Musical Tour around Lake Garda”  in Fortunato 
Martinengo: Un gentiluomo del Rinascimento fra arti, lettere e musica, ed. Marco Bizzarini and Elisabetta 
Selmi, 2018 (lira) 
 
BLETSCHACHER, Richard: Apollons Vermächtnis: 400 Jahre Oper, Wien 1994  
(lira da braccio and da gamba) 
 
BOWLES, Edmund: Musik des Mittelalters und der Renaissance, Musikgeschichte in Bildern II, Leipzig 
1977  
 
BOYDEN, David D.: The "Hill" Lira da Braccio, The Strad, XLV/891 (1964)  
 
BOYDEN, D.D.: The History of the Violin Playing  from its Origins to 1761, Oxford University Press, 
London 1965; R 1967 (Informations on organology, development of the playing technique and 
performance practice on lira da braccio and violin)  
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BRESGEN, Cesar: Die Improvisation in der Musik, Heinrichshofen Verlag, Wilhelmshaven, 1983, in the 
series Musikpädagogische Bibliothek, vol. 27 
 
BRIDGMANN, Nanie: La Vie Musicale au quattrocento, Gallimard, Paris 1964  
(Important informations of the performance practice and players of a lira at the end of 15th century. 
 
BRÖCKER, Marianne: Lira, Das neue Lexikon der Musik, Metzler, Stuttgart – Berlin 1996 (abundant 
and correct informations about both liras; da braccio and da gamba) 
  
BROWN, Howard Mayer (ed.): Jacopo Peri: Euridice, A-R Editions, Inc., Madison, 1981 (lira da gamba) 
 
BROWN, H. M. and Luise K.Stein: Music in the Renaissance, 2nd edition (October 1998) Pearson (Lira 
da braccio and lira da gamba) 
 
BROWN, H. M.: Psyche´s Lament: Some Music for the Medici Wedding in 1565, Words and Music: The 
Scholar’s View-A Medley of and Solutions Compiled in Honour of A. Tillman Merritt , ed.: Laurence 
Berman, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 1972,  str. 1-28, (Important information on performance 
practice and first attempt - after M. Greulich- of fragmentary reconstruction of music for the lira da 
gamba, based on lute tablature) 
  
BROWN, H.M. and Lascelle, Joan: Musical Iconography, A Manual for Cataloguing Musical Subjects in 
Western Art before 1800, Harvard University Press, 1972. 
 
BROWN, H.M.: Sixteenth-Century Instrumentation: The Music for the Florentine Intermedii MSD XXX, 
American Institute of Musicology, Dallas 1973 (Important information on performance practice of 
intermedi and reconstruction of the instrumentation, though without music. Lira and lirone.) 
 
BROWN, H.M.: "Lira da braccio." The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, ed. Stanley 
Sadie. Vol. 11, 19-22. 
 
BROWN, H.M. and STERLING SCOTT JONES. Lira da braccio.The New Groves 
 
BROWN, H.M. and SADIE, S. ed.: Performance Practice, Music before 1600, The New Grove Handbook 
in Music, Macmillan Press, W.W.Norton, New York 1990. 
 
BROWN, H.M.: Embellishing Sixteenth-century Music, Early Music Series 1, (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 1976. 
   
BUCHNER, A.: Musical Instruments; an Illustrated History, Crown Publishers Inc., New York - Artia, 
Prag 1973 (lira da braccio and da gamba) 
 
BUSCH, Sigi: Improvisation im Jazz, Ein dynamisches System, Advance Music, 1996. 
 
BUSSE BERGER, Anna Maria: Medieval Music and the Art of Memory, University of California Press, 
2019 
 
BUTCHART, David: A musical journey of 1567: Alessandro Striggio in Vienna, Munich, Paris and 
London. Music & Letters, London, (1982). 
 



CANGUILHEM, Philippe: Cantare con l’occhio della mente, Il ruolo delle visiones musicali nella pratica 
del contrappunto, La performance della memoria, ed. F. Bortoletti and A. Sacchi (Bologna : Baskerville, 
2018) 
 
CANGUILHEM, Philippe: L’improvisation polyphonique à la Renaissance, Classiques Garnier, Pariz, 
2015. 
 
CANGUILHEM, Philippe: Monodia e contrappunto a Firenze nel Cinquecento : dal ‘canto alla lira’ al 
‘canto alla bastarda’ in: La monodia in Toscana alle soglie del XVII secolo, ed. F. Menchelli-Buttini  
(Pisa : ETS, 2007), pp. 25-42.) 
 
CANGUILHEM, Philippe: Naissance et décadence de la lira da braccio, Pallas, no. 57 (2001), pp.41-54, 
Presses Universitaires du Midi. 
 
CANGUILHEM, Philippe: "Singing upon the Book According to Vicente Lusitano",  
Early Music History 30 (2011): pp.55-103  
 
CANGUILHEM, Philippe: Improvisation as concept and musical practice in the fifteenth century 
 pp. 149 – 163, In Cambridge Fistory of Fifteenth-Century Music, 2015 
 
CARLONE, Mariagrazia: Gaudenzio Ferrari and the Musical Statues in Varallo, 
Music in art, XXIV/1-2, (1999)  
 
CARTER, Tim: Music in the late Renaissance & Early Baroque Italy, Batsford, London 1992.  
(lira da braccio and da gamba) 
 
CAVALLINI, Ivano: Sugli improvvisatori del Cinque-Seicento: persistenze, nuovi repertori e qualche 
riconoscimento, Recercare, vol.1 (1989) pp.23-40. 
 
CAVICCHI, Camilla: Musici, cantori e 'cantimbanchi' a corte al tempo dell' Orlando furioso, 
FERRARA PAESAGGIO ESTENSE 5, L'UNO E L'ALTRO ARIOSTO IN CORTE E NELLE DELIZIE 
a cura di Gianni Venturi, Leo S. Olschki Editore, Firenze 2011 
 
CAVICCHI, Camilla: The cantastorie and his music in fifteenth- and sixteenth-century Italy, 
Creatio ex unisono Einstimmige Musik im 15. und 16. Jahrhundert, Jahrbuch für Renaissancemusik, 
Band 13, 2017, Ed. N. Schwindt 
  
CLEMENCIC, René: Alte Musikinstrumente, Ariel Verlag, Frankfurt am Main, n.d. 
(Engl. original Ed.: Old Musical Instruments, G. Weidenfeld & Nicholson Ltd, London 1968  
(Lira da braccio) 
 
COLORI DELLA MUSICA, Ed. Annalisa Bini, Claudio Strinati, Rossella Vodret - Catalogue of the 
exibition in Rome (Galleria Nazionale d`Arte Antica, Palazzo Barberini; 15. december 2000 – 28. 
february 2001)  and Siena (Santa Maria della Scala; 6. april – 17. june 2001), Skira, Geneva – Milan, 
2000. (number of iconographical depictions of lira da braccio) 
 
CRUM, Alison with Sonia Jackson, Play the Viol, EM Series 10, Oxford Uni Press, London, 1988. 
 
CUMMING, Julie E. “Renaissance Improvisation and Musicology,” Music Theory Online 19/2 (2013). 
 



CURTIS, Liane: Mode, pp.255-264, in: Companion to Medieval & Renaissance Music, ed.: T. Knighton 
and D. Fallows, J.M.Dent & Sons Ltd, London 1992. 
 
DAVID, Imke: Die sechzehn Saiten der italienischen Lira da gamba,Osnabrück,  Orfeo-Verlag, 1999 
 
DEMOVIĆ, Miho: Glazba i glazbenici u dubrovačkoj republici, sv. I: od početka XI. do polovine XVII. 
stoljeća, JAZU, Zagreb 1981 
 
DICTIONAIRE DE LA MUSIQUE; Science de la Musique (Ed. Marc Honegger), sv.II Paris: Bordes, 
1977  (lira da braccio) 
 
DISERTORI, Benvenuto: "L´Arciviolatalira in un quadro del Secento".  
Rivista Musicale Italiana (RMI), 44 (1940) Rim: p.199-211.  (lira da gamba) 
 
DISERTORI, B.: Pratica e tecnica della lira da braccio,  RMI, 45, (1941) Rome: 
p.150-75. (First attempt of reconstruction of playing technique, based on the iconographical evidence.) 
 
DISERTORI, B.: La Musica nei Quadri Antichi. Edizioni Manfrini,Trento 1978 
(contains the choice of most important papers by this Italian scholar, including both above mentioned on 
lira da braccio and da gamba.)  
 
DISERTORI, B.: Le Frottole I, Athenaeum Cremonense, Cremona 1954 (lira da braccio) 
 
DISERTORI, B.: Le Frottole per Canto e Liuto Intabulate da Franciscus Bossinensis. G. Ricordi, Milano 
1964  (lira da braccio) 
 
DONGOIS, William: Apprendre à improviser avec la musique de la Renaissance 
Méthodologie d’improvisation, Éditions Color & Talea, Gennevilliers, 2008., 2nd ed.2023. 
 
DONINGTON, R.: The Interpretation of Early Music, Faber & Faber, London 1963, R 1975 (Lira?) 
 
DOTTIN, Georges: Ronsard et les voix de ville. Revue de musicologie, LXXIV/2 (1988),  165-72.  
 
DURANTE, Elio/ MARTELLOTTI, Anna: L´Arpa di Laura, Studio Per Edizioni Scelte, Firenze 1982   
(lira da braccio and  da gamba) 
 
EDWARDS, Mary D.: Apollo and Daphne in the Arena Chapel, Bollettino del Museo Civico di Padova, 
LXXVII (1988) 15-35.  
 
EINSTEIN, Alfred: The Italian Madrigai, Voi. I. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1949.  
(Striggio’s lira) 
 
ELIAS, Cathy Ann : Musical performance in 16th-century Italian literature:   Straparola's Le piacevoli 
notti.  Early music, XVII/2 (1989) 161-173. 
 
ELSNER, Emilie: Untersuchung der instrumentalen Besetzungspraxis im 16. Jh  in Italien, DISS, Berlin 
1935 (lira da braccio i da gamba) 
 
EMBER, Ildiko: Music in Painting, Budapest 1989 (Lira da braccio) 
 



ENGELKE, Ulrike: Musik und Sprache/ Music and Language, Zimmermann ZM 2814/ pan 174, 
Frankfurt, 1990. 
 
ERIG, Richard & GUTMANN, Veronica: Italienische Diminutionen, Amadeus, Zürich 1979 (Lira?) 
 
FABBRI, Paolo:  Claudio Monteverdi, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge Mass., - EDT, Torino, 
1994,  
  
FELLERER, Karl Gustav von: Geschichte der katholischen Kirchenmusik, II,  
Barenreiter, Kassel 1976 (Lira?) 
 
FENLON, Iain: Music and Patronage in 16th c. Mantua, Cambridge, 1980-82 (A.Striggio; Lira) 
 
FENLON, I.: Striggio, Alessandro,The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, London 1980 
 
FERAND, Ernest: Die Improvisation in der Musik, Rhein Verlag, Zürich 1938 
(Improvisation in general; lira da braccio) 
 
FERAND, Ernst: Die Improvisation; in Beispielen aus neun Jahrhunderten abendländischer Musik 
(Improvisation in Nine Centuries of Western Music). Köln: A. Volk Verlag, 1956 i 1961. 
 
FERINO-PADGEN, Sylvia: Dipingere la musica: Musik in der Malerei des 16. und 17. Jahrhunderts, 
Skira, Milan – Kunsthistorisches Museum, Wien, 2001.  
(Catalogue of the travelling exibition held 2000/01in  Cremona and Vienna; several depictions of a lira da 
braccio and da gamba.) 
 
FORTUNE, N.: Giustiniani on Instruments,  Galpin Society  Journal,  V (1952)  
(Lira?) 
 
FRAENKEL, Gottfried S.: Pictorial and Decorative Title Pages from Music Sources from 1500 - 1800, 
Dover, N. York, 1968. 
 
FRANIČEVIĆ,Marin: Čakavski pjesnici renesanse, Matica hrvatska, Zagreb 1969 
(P. Hektorović and lira) 
 
FRINGS, Gabriele: Giorgiones ländliches Konzert, Gebr. Mann Verlag, Berlin 1999. 
(Pictorial evidences on lira da braccio and da gamba) 
 
GALEY, Daniel T.: Improvisation: The History of Unplanned Notes in Structured Music, 
The Research and Scholarship Symposium. 25 (2016), Cedarville University, Ohio. 
 
GALLO, F. Alberto: Music in the Castle, University of Chicago Press, Chicago – London, 1995.  
(improvvisatori, “lyra” i.e. lira da braccio) 
 
GEISER, Brigitte: Studien zur Frühgeschichte der Violine, Bern and Stuttgart: Paul Haupt, 1974 
(Numerous depictions of a lira da braccio) 
 
GETREAU, Florence: Orphee et les instruments de musique dans l'Occident moderne.  
Les metamorphoses d'Orphee, Tourcoing- Strasbourg -Bruxelles, Musee des Beaux-Arts Les Musees  de 
la Ville, Musee Communal d'Ixelles, 1995  95-103. (Lira da braccio and da gamba.) 



GHISI, Federico: Feste Musicali della Firenze Medicea (1480 - 1589), Forni Ed., Firenze, 1939/ Facs. 
Ed., 1969 (Lira da braccio) 
 
GLIXON, Jonathan: Lutenists in Renaissance Venice: some notes from the archives. 
Journal of the Lute Society of America, XVI (1983) 15-26. 
 
GODT, Irving: Ercole's angel concert,Journal of musicology VII/ 3, (1989) 327-342.  
 
GUTMANN, Veronika: Il Dolcimello von A. Virgiliano; eine handschriftliche Quelle zur musikalischen 
Praxis um 1600, Forum musicologicum, Vol II, Amadeus, Basel 1980 (Lira?)  
 
HAAR, James: Arie per cantar stanze ariostesche in L'Ariosto, la musica, i musicisti, ed. M. A. Balsano, 
Firenca, 1981., pp. 31-46. 
 
HAAR, James: Essays on Italian Poetry and Music 1350-1600 (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of 
California Press, 1986);  
 
HAAR, James: Monophony and the Unwritten Traditions, Chapter 13, p. 240 in: 
PERFORMANCE PRACTICE, Music before 1600, ur. H.M.Brown i S. Sadie,  
The New Grove Handbooks in Music, Macmillan Press, London 1989. 
 
HAAS, Robert: Aufführungspraxis der Musik, Handbuch der Musikwissenschaft, Potsdam 1934  
(Lira da braccio and da gamba.) 
 
HABERT, Andreas: all' improvviso, Musikverlag Pan AG, Zürich (pan 172), 1995. 
 
HAJDECKI, Alexander: Die Italienische Lira da Braccio, Eine Kunsthistorische Studie zur Geschichte 
der Violine. Mostar, 1892; Amsterdam: Municipal Museum of the Hague, 1965. 
 
HARASZTI, Emile: La technique des Improvisateurs de Langue Vulgaire et de Latin au Quatrocento,  
Revue Belge de Musicologie, IX, Bruxelles (1955)  (Improvvisatori; Lira). 
 
HAYES, Gerald R.: Musical Instruments and Their Music, 1500-1750., sv. II, The Viols, and Other 
Bowed Instruments. Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1930.  (Lira da braccio and da gamba.) 
 
HEADLEY, Erin: Lirone, The New Grove Dictionary of Musical Instruments, London 1984  
(Lira da gamba) 
 
HECKMAN, Harald: Musikalische Ikonographie  (Lira da braccio and da gamba.) 
 
HEYDE, H.: Musikinstrumentenbau im 15 - 19. Jh. (Lira da braccio and da gamba.) 
 
HILL, John W.: Music in Florence, I: Recitar cantando, 1583-1655.  Acta musicologica, LI, Kassel 
(1979) (Lira da gamba)  
 
HILL, J.W.: Oratory Music in Florence in 17th and 18th century, II,  Acta musicologica, LI, Kassel  
(1979 ) (Lira da gamba) 
 
HILL, J.W.: Antonio Veracini in context: new perspectives from documents, analysis and style, Early 
Music, XVIII/ 4,(1990) (Lira da gamba) 
HOLMAN, Peter: Four and Twenty Fiddlers, Clarendon Paperbacks, Oxford 1993 



HORSLEY, Imogene: Improvised Embellishment in the Performance of Renaissance Polyphonic Music, 
Journal of the American Musicological Society, Vol. 4, No. 1 (Spring, 1951), pp. 3-19. 
 
IVANOFF, Vladimir: Das Pesaro-Manuskript, Ein Beitrag zur Frühgeschichte der 
Lautentabulatur.Tutzing: Hans Schneider, 1988.  
 
IVANOFF, Vladimir: Eine Zentrale Quelle der Friihen Italienischen Lautenpraxis, Edition der 
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(Lira da braccio and da gamba) 
 
KINSKY, Georg: Musikhistorisches Museum von W. Heyer in Cöln, Vol. II, Katalog, Breitkopf & 
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KIRKENDALE, W.: Alessandro Striggio und die Medici: Neue Briefe und Dokumente, Festschrift O. 
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